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ones , temporary clint to endless subjects, are the most e pepe” 
na Doctrinal, which can be gathered from the scriptures on this 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 





DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS MISERY. 


There is perhaps,-no subject, on which the cham- 
pious of human learning and human theology have 
more effectually darkened counsel by words without 
knowledge, than the appalling sentinent of inter- 
minable misery. This horrid article cf modern 
creeds certainly bears but little resemblance to the 
refined sympathies of civilized life, and much less to 
the celestial doctrine,and lenient discipline of the holy 
and harmless Redeemer of the world. By soime un- 
accountable desperation of mind, it originated in the 
untutored ferocity of ancient barbarism ; and being 
incorporated with systems of superstition, falsely call- 
ed religion, and carefully transinitted from one gen- 
eration to another, it requires no ordinary mental ef- 
fort to disengage the feelings fron: its baleful influ- 
ence. The overwhelming terror of this sentiment 
keeps the multitude in solemd awe, They dare not 
approach to a critical and candid investigation of it. 
They stand at a respectful distance, and tremble at 
the intolerable catastrophe which a misguided imagi- 
nation presents to their view. But still, when ex- 
amined by the light of reason and revelation, like oth- 
er phantoms, this frightful spectre disappears. It is 
found to have no foundation in the system of divine 
truth Inflicted, as it must be iftrue, in millions of 
instances for misdemeanors extremely limited and 
temporary ; and in millions of others for no person- 
al misdemeanor at all, this horrible tenet is not simp- 
ly absurd, but palpably abhorrent to the most enlight- 
ened views of moral equity. It might possibly be ad- 
missible among the wild and tyrannical vagaries of 
Polytheism ; but it is a gross libel upon the moral 
fovernment of Jehovah, and upon alJ the divine per- 
fections. It is totally dissonant to the biblical doctrine 
of “rewarding every man according to his works.” 
Temporary crimes and endless punishment are, in 
every respect, incomparable. Such a barbarous pro- 
cedure is no Jess gepugnant to our convictions of dis- 
tributive justice, than of tmercy. Reason and_ phi- 
losophy, after the most dispassionate investigation, 
lift their venerable voices against it with decided 
disapprobation. Under the government of a Being 
infinitely wise and good, and who has sufficient pow- 
er to do his own will, in every department of his 
dominions, they consider the existence of intermin- 
able suffering, not only improbable, but physically 
and morally impossible. But to this, the advocftes 
of this shocking tenet reply, that the faculties of the 
human mind are depraved ; that reason is carnal, 
and at least, extremely imperfect, and therefore, on 
subjects of this kind its decisions ought to be dis- 
regarded ; that the deductions of philosophy are, in 
many cases, fallacious, and in all uncertain, and 
therefore cannot form a standard of religious truth, 





most interesting point. Now I hesitate not to assert, 
that these, when candidly viewed, will appear infi- 
nitely disproportioned to the magnitude of the sub- 
ject, which they are adduced tO support. They are 
unquestionably insufficient to establish its truth. It 
requires copious, clear and preponderating evidence ; 
evidence which wall, in a moment, weigh down every 
opposing consideration, Life is uncertain, and ac- 
cording to this terrible opiwion, we are every mo- 
ment exposed to the progressive agonies of endless 
torment. This intolerable calamity can be avoided 
only by ahasty escape. To thousands, and in some 
respects to all of us, moments assume the importance 
and weight of eternity. Indeed, this is a subject of 
unbounded moment to the human family, and if true, 
would undoubtedly be expressed as unequivocally and 
intelligibly, and repeated as frequently and as solemn- 
ly inthe sacred volume, as by modern theologians. 
But this certainly is not the case. No one ever 
doubted the existence of this article in the formula- 
ries of limitarians ; but thousands, no less distin- 
guished by their talents and virtues, than their candor 
and perseverence in research, have doubted its ex- 
istence in the holy scriptures. Among the most set- 
tled believers in revelation, who have studied “ the 
law and the testimony” with tae most critical and un- 
wearied attention, there is probably not one, who 
does not, at times, entertain serious doubts whether 
they inculcate the proper eternity. of suffering. This 
is surely unaccountable, if God has revealed it in the 
scriptures, with a clearness and solemnity which its 
unbounded magnitude and importance demand.— 
The same difficulty does not occur in sermons, tracts, 
and systems of human invention, at feast, in cases 
where tire author intends to be distinetly understood. 
There is a perfect unanimity of opinion respecting 
the perpetuity of punishment, as stated in the writ- 
ings of Calvin, Luther, Hopkins, Edwards, Emmons, 
&c. They express themselves with such clearness 
and precision, as to leave no room for doubts with 
respect to their views ofthe subject. Indeed, the ad- 
vocates of this sentiment generally, select such words, 
and arrange them in such order asto render differ- 
ence of opinion among discerning men, respecting 
their views of it, impossible. Believing that this ar- 
ticle of faith, falsely called christian, has a deleteri- 
ous influence upon the piety and morals, as well as 
the happiness of society, I wish to awake the atten- 
tion of my readers toa re-examination of the evi- 
dence, on which its truth 1s supposed to rest; and 
particularly to the view of it which is here presented, 
Let those, who have implicitly believed this barba- 
rous tenet, burst their bands, assume the rank and 
privilege of human nature, and coolly examine for 
themselves. Let those rendered fearful by a long 
habit of thinking on this strange and terrific doc- 
trine, suspend for a time their timidity, and approach 
it with a fearless resolution to determine whether it ts 





Revelation, say they, is the only infallible criteriow, 
The bible plainly and repeatedly asserts this doctrine 
and this is a consideration, which ought, of itself,a 
silence all objections and all opposition. But if. we 
g9 prayesfully to the scriptures, and diligently search 
them from beginning to end, we no where find, this 
Sentiment distinctly and unequivocally laid down. 
Infinite evil, endless misery, interminable punish- 
ment, are subjects not touched upon in the voluine 
Of inspiration. Inthe law of God, which is said to 
be a transcript of his divine nature and will, we 
should expect to find them, if any where, but it is 
totally silent with respect to either ; and by what de- 
ploral entricity of mind, any one ever imagin- 
ed 1 ga bper eternity of haman misery is in- 
e ciorious gospel of the blessed God,” 





e. The idea is too unnatural 
justify even an attempt at refutation. 


ewhich is extremely uncertain, and a few 










Words, which are much oftener applied to 





reality or amere phantom. There is nothing to fear, 
I much to expect, from suclya procedure. Satis- 
gurselves if you can, kind readers, why, on a 
subject of such immeasurable moment, God should 
be so unfortunate in the choice of expressions, while 
men communicate their sentimnets on the same top- 
ic, distinctly and intelligibly. How does it happen 
that stammering mortals can talk so much plainer 
than their Maker? Another circumstance connect- 
ed with this subject, and which [do not recollect to 
have seen noticed by any author, should be taken into 
serious consideration. At the time of our present 


hado ccurred to call its truth in questions Associ- 
ated with the prevailing religious systems of the age, 
their prejudices were no Jess blindly than tenacious- 
ly devoted toit. The bible was just emerging from 
the gross errors, and hitherto impenetrable darkness 
of popery. The iight which it emitted was as the 
glimmerings of the morning only. Its circuit was 
but just begun, Its meridian splendors had not il- 
luminated the intellectual world. ‘The boundless 
riches of grace, which it reveals, were not developed. 
Its great and precious promises were not understood. 
The life and immortality, which it brings to light, 
had been obscured by a Jong night of the most de- 
basing superstiiion. Now when these things are tak- 
en into consideration, it is truly astonishing that the 
scriptures do not wear the appearance of a decided 
support to this sentiment. ‘This is a million times 
more unaccountable, than that some passages should, 
on a cursory view,seem to favor it. I view this cir- 
cumstance as an evident interposition of a watch- 
ful Providence. It is a wonderful instance of the 
guardianship, which INFINITE MERCY exerts over 
the dearest interests of human nature. Itis believed 
that a dispassionate investigation of- the circum- 
stances above hinted, aud a connected study and un- 
derstanding of the sacred scriptures, will result in’ a 
full conviction, that under the righteous government 
of God, all punishment and all misery are temporary 
and will prove salutary. “ Sorrow may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh inthe morning. For the 
Lord will not cast off forever: But though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion aceording to the 
multitade of his mercies.” S. S. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 


DR. CLARK’S COMMENTARY. 

Mr. Eniror—-Not long since, asf was perusing 
Dr. Clark’s commentaries on the New-Testatament, 
my attention was diverted from a state of ungratified 
research, to his-exposition of Matt. v.22. Weshall 
select his note upon the last clause of this verse: 
which, if you think proper, you may give a place in 
your paper. 

“ Shall be in danger of hell fire.—Our Lord here alludes to 
the valley of the son of Hinnom—Ghi-Hinom. ‘This place 
was near Jerusalem, and had formerly been used for those 
abominable sacrifices m which the idolatrous Jews made their 
children to pass through the fire to Moloch. A_ particular 
place in this valley, was called Tophet, from tophet the fire- 
stove, in which, it is supposed, they burnt their children to 





the above idol. From the cireunstance of this valley's hav- 
ing been the scene of those infernal sacrifices, the Jews in our 
Lord's time used it for Mell the } lace of the damned, it j 
very probable that our Lord meant no more than thi if a 
man charge another with apostacy from the Jews’ religion, e 
rebellion against God, and cannot prove his charze, then he 
must be exposed to that punishment (burning alive) w teh 


the other must have suffered if the charge had been substan 
tiated.” 


-Thus we see, Mr. Editor, that a text which is pro 
duced on almost every occasion, as atfording con 
clusive evidence of a future hell of endless torment 
is explained by this learned commentator, as having 
its fulfilment in this state of being This extract and 
these remarks are not offered because we consider 
Dr. Clark’s opinion of more weight than the opin- 
ion of others, of equal talents and erudition who 
have given a similar exposition; but to show your 
readers that the doctrine of endless torment is daily 
losing its support from the scriprtares, even our onpos- 
ers themselves, being judaes. Would they all discuss 





translation, the endless perpetuity of misery was | 
generally, if not universally admitted, and no doubr | 
without much, if any examin:tion of its pretensions 
to equity, policy, or truth. I[t was held by his Majes- 
ty, and his Court, by nobles and ignobles. The trans- 
lators had doubtless received it with heir education. 
They adopted it, with mawy other opinions, on the 





authority of their teachers, and no doubt without 
competent inspection. Few circumstances, if any, 





the subject freely, and decide candidly and inipartial- 
‘y, we have reason to believe they would renounce 
that barbarous doctrine altogether, and come forth 


boldly in defence of the final RESTORATION OF ALL ¥ 


THINGS. A. [) ®t, 
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To relieve the oppressed is the most glorions 
man is capable of—it is insome measure doing # 
business of God dnd Providence. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
Mr. Enitror—In the Christian Mirror of June 20, 
1£23, is the following unchristian-like slander : 


“A Device of the Adversary Exposed. 


* Twenty years ago, it was fashionable for hardened sinners 
of some information to avow themselves, Deists or Infidels. 
But these words shocked the more considerate part of the coin- 
munity, and they have not been so sucessful in building up 
their cause as they had antic pated. he same characters 
however still exist among us, and they have the same opposi- 
tion of heart to the humbling doctrines of the cross. But they 
are clad in a very different garb. and now assume the name of 
‘‘ Christian,” or ** Liberal Christian,” and have attached them- 
selves to those denorninations, called Universal and Unitarian. 
‘They have abandoned harsh names. Universal salvation is 
a pleasing sound ; and no‘person in this enlightened age will 
deny the existence of one God. Thus they are subtle in their 
plans, and their number is increasing in this region. Some 
of their teachers too have much knowledge of human nature; 
are very active, and well know what language will suit the 
feel.ngs ofthe carnalheart. ‘They are not contented to smooth 
the way to perdition for themselves alone; but embrace every 
favorable opportunity to propagate their errors, and make 
proselytes. They have now a number of periodical papers, 
published in various States. ‘hese generally bear very 
specious names, and at first are calculated to attract the atten- 
tion of real christians ;——but are devoted to the cause of error. 
Thus they take the simple w.th guile, and he in wait to de- 
ceive. leader, think of eternity, and be on your watch. 
‘* Be not deceived; God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap: ‘These shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment, but the righteous mito life eternal.” 


To the foregoing I wish to submit the following 
brief remarks. 

Ist. “he outhor exposes himself to be interrogated 
as follows: As you call hardened sinners, such as 
Deists or Infidels, Universalists and Unitarians, can 
you sow any good reason for calling Universalists 
and Unitarians more hardened sinners than Calvin- 
ists?) =Do you believe, or can you make any reason- 
able man believe, that one who takes delight in doom- 
ing his fellow-creatures to a state of endless torment, 
iv not so hard hearted as one who rejoices in the belief 
that God will hare all men to be saved 2? Does it re- 
quire a heart which is harder than the heart of a Cal- 
Vinist, to exercise a fervent desire and a humble hope 
that in the “fulness of the dispensation of times,” 
God will gather together all things in Christ, recon- 
cile the world to himself, and bless every son and 
daughter of Adam with holiness and happiness? Do 
you, sir, beleve that it is the hardness of a father’s 
heart which causes him disgust when he hears a Cal- 
Vinist preacher doom his tender infants to bell? and 
isit the genuine tenderness of the preacher’s heart 
which makes him exult in the inexorable sentence 
which scads infants to eternal misery ? “Do you real- 
ly believe that it was genuine, unaffected tenderness 
of neart thatinduced Joho Calvin to burn Dr, Serve- 
tus, the Unitarian ? 

21. As you contend that Universalists and Unita- 
rians are opposed to the “humbling doctrine of the 
eross,” will you show wherein the doctrine of the 
cross opposes either the salvation of all men, or the 
unity of God?) The fact is, St. Paul has united both 
these ideas in the doctrine of the cross, most explicit- 
ly. See ist Tim.ii, 4,&c. “Who will have ali 
mento be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of 
the trath. For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who 
gave hinself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time” Ff Jesus gave bimself a ransom for all men, 
will you say that the salvation of all men is opposed 
to the doctrine of the cross? Sir, you must reason 
better than this if you would be thought to be either 
sensible or togenuous. 

8+. As you say that “universal salvation is a pleas- 
tng sound,” you are asked whether it be a pleasing 
sonnd to you? Doesits sound give vou real satisfac- 
tion; or do you mean to be understood, that it 18 a 
pleasing sound to a wicked heart, but a harsh, dis- 
cordant sound to your more refined ear, which can 
ever be charmed unless eternal damnation improves 
pharmony ? Divine inspiration says, “ Blessed are 
people who know the jovful sound; they shall 
k, O Lord, io the light of thy countenance.” 
dich to you call the most goyful sound, the doc- 
2 of Universal salvation, or that doetrine which 


and dooms the rest to endless torment by the decree 
of the Creator? — 

4th and Iastly : As you speak of Universalists and 
Unitarians, endeavoring to make proselytes, and pub- 
lishing periodical works for that purpose, you are 
asked whether Calvinists were never known to com- 
-pass sea and land to make proselytes, and whether 
they never employed the means of periodical works 
to promote their cause % H. B. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


THE CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR.........No. LI. 
THE BUiSSIONARY SYSTEM. 

Although we are not surprised to find, that many 
oppose the principles which operate as incentives to 
missionary exertions, in this age and country ; yet 
we regret to see, that seme in their zeal, have spoken 
in general terms against the propriety of sending the 
scriptures, at all, among the heathen, and of ac- 
quainting them with the truths of inspiration. Peo- 
ple, in our opinion, should be very careful to preserve 
the proper distinction. We presume that there is 
not a Universalist in America, who, filled with the 
benevolence which his faith is calculated to beget, 
would hesitate to contribute toward disseminating 
the Gospel of Peace and Salvation, throughout the 
earth, What benevolent mind would not rejoice to 
hear the heathen and the uttermost parts of the 
earth, hymming their exultations, to their Father and 
Saviour, for his provisions of salvation ? Who 
would withhold from thei, the glad tidings of their 
redemption 2? Who would have them remain, tor- 
tured with all the horrors of an ignorant superstition, 
and unconscious of their obligations to him, who 
hath preserved for them the gift of eternal life? For 
ourselves we are much in favor of instructing the 
heathen in those glorious  traths, which make men 
tree indeed ;”—free from the glooms of ignorance; 
—free from those terrific apprehensions, which the 
fear of a tyrannic divinity naturally produces, 

It is true, we do object to the present Missionary 
establishments ; and we do this because we verily 
believe, that the doctrines imported to foreign coun- 
tries, are not calculated to gain converts to christian- 
ity. Another reason is, because if they are received, 
they will not render the condition of the pagan less 
miserable. <A third reason is, because they involve 
very erroneous ideas of the plan of salvation by Je- 
sus Christ. 

As we do not design to oppose, without giving 
reasons for our opposition, we will state, why we en- 
tertain these 1deas of the present wissionary system. 
We say Ist, that the doctrines which are inculcated 
in pagan countries are not calculated to convince the 
heathen of the truth of christianity. It is proved by 
actual report from the Missionaries in India, that the 
greatest obstacle to converting the heathen to a be- 
iief in the scriptures, is, that the Missionaries urge a 
belief in the trinity. It is in-vain to tell iadolators 
who worship a multiplicity of Gods, that polytheism 
is irreligious when they are required to embrace a 
creed which asserts three Gods. It is in vain to un- 
dertake to explain the mystery of “ three persons in 
one God,” to a heathen. He never can understand 
it. After all, he will consider, that if there be thre 
there may as weli be hundreds 1n one. 

Another reason why the pagan will not embr 
christianity, whem encumbered with the creeds of 
nev ts, that he knows too well, that the doctrine of 
God's electing some to everlasting bliss, and repro- 
bating others to endless misery, is contrary to all ev- 
idence received of his character and government ;— 
that it is contrary te reason, to benevolence and to 
sound sense ; and he knows too much to credit it.— 
He, therefore, supposing as he is told, that such isthe 
doctrine of the bible, will throw it from him as un- 
worthy of his confidence. ‘These are two of our 
reasons why we think, that the heathen will be preju- 
diced against the true Gospel, through the doctrines 
taught by our Missionaries: and these reasons are 
founded in fact; for we have many accounts to 
prove, that the principal cayse of failure in convert- 
ing the heathen, consists ta the fact, that they stren- 
bnously oppose the doctrine of the trinity, of election 











hand reprobation, and of endless misery. They will 


saves some.according to an eternal decree of God, | never believe 


iu the partiality of the divine Fawwier, 
We recollect an anecdote of a heathen, who attend- 
ed the preaching of one of our American Calvinistic 
missionaries. ‘I'he Missionary, in. his aiscourse, a- 
vowed and urged the doctrine of election, before his 
swarthy congregation, Alter services were over, a 
female, at whose hut the missionary lodged, and be- 
tween whom, some conversation occurred relative to 
the duty of parents toward their children ; interro- 





gated him (to the following effect : Suppose I have 
‘twins; both equally dependent on me for life and se- 
curity. One of them | feed and protect, indulge and 
| gratify ; the other I leave unsupplied and defence- 
le s, in the wild wilderness until, through starvation 
its little heart ceases to beat. What punishment 
would the laws of your country inflict upon me ? 
‘- Why, says the unsuspecting Missionary, they would. 
hang such an unnatural parent!” Well then, says 
the female heathen, “go home and hang your God ! !” 

But even admitting, that the heathen could be per- 
suaded io embrace the Calvanistic system, we should 
object 2d, that it is unpropitious to the cause of hu- 
man happiness. What satisfaction can it be taa 
fearless heathen to know that the greater part of 
mankind are doomed to suffer in liquid flames, 
throughout the endless ages of eternity? Is this 
glad tidings? Is this welcome intelligence? Na. 
The farthest from it possible. ‘They lead to despair 
and misery—they clothe the brow of innocent credu- 
lity with gloom and terror ; they make life a burden. 
and fillthe heart with distrust and hatred. Sd. The 
present missionary spit involves erroneous ideas of 
the salvation of Jesus Christ. It pre-supposgs, that 
no heathen can be saved without embracing the pup- 
ular creeds of the day ; ur in other words it involves. 
the idea, that all who live and die ignorant of chris- 
tianity, will be the objects of endless damnation. 
Else, why this zeal to proselyte them? If they can 
be saved without the Gospel, why send them the 
Gospel ? Je. should answer, were such a question 
put to us, because it woutd be communicating good 
news—it would make them rejoice—it would make 
them love, and consequently obey God. This would 
be our motive in sending them the Gospel. But this 
is not the motive of those, who at present, are moved 
by a missionary spirit. ‘The motive is, to save them 
from endless ruin. Now let us look at ita moment, 
candid Reader:—Can we think that the millions 
piled on millions of human souls who never heard 
the sound of the Gospel; who never knew there twas 
one, and who must have died ignorant of it, are to be 
endlessly punished for not believing what they never 
heard of 2, No! say you, this is shocking to every 
benevolent feeling of our natures, But others will 
say: we do not deny that some wil] be saved. But 
why this distinction, and how are they saved we ask ? 
Can they be saved unless. they believe the Gospel ? 
‘He that believeth not shall be damned.” According 
totwe general ideas of this text, as there is not a 
heathen who ever did believe, there cannot be a 
heathen who will not be damned. “ But they hav- 
ing no law, are a law unto themselves ?” By the 
deeds of the law sh I] no flesh living be justified. If 
a heathen can be saved, without believing the Gos- 
pel, why this rage to send them the Gospel, in ordez 
to save them? The doctrine of the day certainly is ; 
that all heathens must be endlessly miserable! QO! 
our God, let us not be so impious as to impute it te 

hee. 

If we say, that all who die ignorant of the truth 
not being culpable for not embracing it, are saved ; 
we say then for the sake of an eternal kindness, keep 
the bible from them. If it be sent them, it will serve 
them as it has served us; it will make their salvation, 
as it is contended ours is, uncertain. Nay, it will 
make the eternal misery of the greater part, certain. 

The fact is, that the present missionary system is 
alicgether porous, it crumbles at the touch, It in- 
volves and begets so many absurdities and contradic- 
tions, that it is an arduous task to follow tl }] out, 
and expose them. It is established 4 . 
premises, and it must fail. To say tha 
be saved without the bible, is butygagang” 
inhabitants, who in America before our forefathers 
came here ;—in the inymensely populous tergitors 
of Asia ;—in Africa; in Europe and inthe Islang@ 
of the sea—have gone off the stage of action (ané 










they are thousands and thousands of miNiomagre atl 
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eternally wretched, for not believing what they had 
no opportunity to believe! To say that they may 
be saved, without the Gospel, pre-supposes that such 
as are actuated by motives to save them, are running 
and spending their strength for naught. “‘ They sow 
the wind and they will reap the whirlwind.” 

We are no enemies to missions, 
bid. ‘We should rejoice were it in our power to ac- 
quaint the heathen, with the great work of salvation. 
‘> teach them that God is their creator, father and 
friend who changeth not. That he has provided a 
Saviour for the ends of the earth, and “ given him 
the heathen for an inheritance and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for a possession.” And we can- 
fess, that we were, in our hearts, rejoiced to hear, 
that God has begun, without the aid of missionaries, 
but in opposition to them, to vindicate: his cause in 
India.. We were filled with gratitude to learn that 
that celebrated plnlosopher and: theologian, Ranmmo- 
hun Roy, had embraced the truth of universal salva- 
tion, and that he labors incessantly to convert his na- 
tive countrymen to a belief in the Gospel. God cer- 
tainly has manifested himself to be with us in an un- 
looked for, and extraordinary manner. He remem- 
bers His promise, and we confidently look forward 
to the predicted period, when “all nations, languages 
and tongues. shall serve and obey him.” 

ORIGEN. 
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PORTLAND, SATURDAY, JULY 5, 1893. 











Tuk BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE Ho ry Guost is. frequently 
urged as an unanswerable objection to the salvation of those 
by whom it is committed. How ofien we hear it’ conceded 
by the most zealous abettors for the doctrine of endless suffer- 
ings, that if they could discover any way by which the final 
salvation of those who have sinned against the Holy Spirit, 
could be possible, they should entertain some hopes of the ul- 
timate bliss of the whole human family. When we have sug- 
gested that the phrases “ this world” and “ the world to come,” 
had reference to the two dispensations, the legal and evangel- 
ical, we have been instantly accused of altering and mutilat- 
ing the bible, to answer doctrinal and controversial purposes ; 
and all criticisms on the received translation of the scriptures 
have been treated. with neglect or contempt. 
candid Arminian brethrgn of the Methodist persuasion, have 
in this respect, refused to reason with candor, and returned 
as a sufficient reply, that if we assumed the prerogative to al- 
ter the sayings of Jesus, they would say no more on disputa- 
ble points! ‘To evince the unreasonableness of such insinua- 
tions, and to convince ail into whose hands this number may 
fall, that we are justified in our criticisms on the passaze even 
our learned Methodists being judges, an Extract willbe offered 
from Dr. Anam Cyiarx’s elaborate, and in many respects, 
truly excellent Commentary of the Bible ; one of the brightest 
luminaries in the Arminian profession. We entertain a hope 
that our religious neighbors will be induced to give the sub- 
jeet in- question, a.careful examination, if by this article they 
should chance to be reminded of what many of them have 
probably read im the leamed Comments of him, who is the 
pride and. ornament of their order. These things are not 
written to excite disputation and controversy; but, if possi- 
ble, to. render these unnecessary, by showing our apposers, 
that the most, distinguished and enlightened among them- 
selyes, are supporters of the arguments we have advanced. 
The extract will be introduced as corroborative .of the facts, 
that the blasphemy agaist the Holy Spirit is not punishable 
With eudless misery; and that the terms, “ this. world,” and 
“the world to.come,” have reference to’ dispensations, as we 
have maintained. 


Even our more 


EXTRACT. 

‘*s Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blas- 
phemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven-unto men. And whoso- 








ever s word against the son of man it shall be for- 
rivet hosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost 
its iven him, neither.in this work, neither go 
the w me.—Matt. xii. 31, 32. 


Alimanner of blasphemy ,— injurious or impious speak ing— 
making and deriding speech. 
” st the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, &c¢.—Even per- 
Sonal repreaches, revilings against Christ were remissible : 
Sut blasphemy, or impiaus speaking against the Holy Spirit 





No! God fyr-" 


-cants of the cliurch to which she belonged, wrote a letter to the 


was to have no forz'.eness., i.e. when the person abstinately 
attributed those works to the devil, which he had the fullest 
evidence could be wrought only by the spirit of God. That 
this and nothing else, ts the sin agatast the Ffoly Spirit, is ev- 
ident from the connexion in this place, and more particularly 
from Mark xi. 28—30. ‘ Breause they said, He hath an un- 
clean spirit.” Here the matter is mkde clear beyoncé the 
smallest doubt—the vnpardonable sin, as some terin it, is nei- 
ther less nor more than ascribing the miracles Chrrist wrought 
hy the power of God, to the spirit of the devil. Many sincere 
people have been grievously troubled with apprehensions that 
they had comnitted the unpardonable sin; but let it be ob- 
served t.at no man who believes the divine mission of Jesus 
Christ, ever can commit this sin; therefore let no man’s heart 
fail because of it, from henceforth and forever, Amen. 

Netther in this world, neither in the world to come:-—Though 
I follow the common translation, yet I am fully satisfied ‘the 
meaning of the words is, neither in this dispensation (viz. the 
Jewish) nor in that which is to come, (viz. the christian.)— 
Olam-ha-les, the world ta come, is a constant phrase for the 
times of the Messiah, by the Jewish writers. The sin here 
spoken ef by our Lord, ranks high im the catalogue of pre- 
sumptuous sins for which there was no forgiveness under the 
Mosaic. dispensation.—See Num. xv. 30, 31—xxxv. 31, Lev. 
xx. 10. ISam. xi. 26. When our Lord says, that such a sin 
hath no forgiveness, is he not to be understood as meaning 
that the crime shall be panis!e} under the christian dispen 
sation as it was under the Jewish, viz. by the destruction of 
the body? And is not this the same mentioned 1 John i. 7, 
called there the sia unto death: i.e. a sin that was to be pun- 
ished by the death of the beady; while mercy might be extend- 
ed to the soul? The punishment for presumptuous sins, under 
the Jewish law, to which our Lord evidently alludes, certainly 
did not extend to the damnation of the soul, though the body 
was destroyed ; therefore I think that, though there was no 
such forgiveness to be extended to this crime as to absolve the 
man from the punishment of tenporal death, yet, on repentance 
mercy might be extended to the soul ; and every sin may be 
repented of under the gospel dispensation.” 


That our readers in general will be extremely well pleased 
with occasional extracts from Dr. Clark’s Commentary, is not 
to be doubted. They will find that pious and learned man, as 
in the above instance, fgequently towering on the wings of 
truth, above the traditionary expositions of similar passages, 
in the beaten paths of which, most of the advocates for the 
eternity of torments, contentedly follow. We think the more 
candid reader will be convinced with us, that at times, Dr. 
Clark was much inclined to a beliefin Universal salvation.— 
What will his admirers say when they find that many. of the 
passages which they are daily repeating, and without proper 
criticism urging against us, are explained by their favorite 
Doctor, in perfect coincidence with our doctrine ? We sober- 
ly hope our Methodist friends will give this subject a fair ex- 
amination, and favor us with objections if any they have to 
the above comment, 
unpardonable sin, is the offspring of a merciless imagination ; 


The prevailing sentiment respecting the 


and we ought to rejoice that an opposer of our doctrine should 
have the candor and benevolence, to reject it from his com. 


mentary, 
—_- 5 we 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 
In our 2d number we gave a short notice of the ercommu- 
nication of Mrs. Manta Townsenn, from tie Flopkinsian 
Church in the City of N. York, under the pastoral care of 


| Rev. Dr. Spring. We now present our readers the following, 


Washington We have selected this from a number of well 
written pieces on the same subject, from editors of Journals in 
different parts of the Union, which evinces in what light this 
abominable transaction is held by liberal and enlightened 
¢hristians of all denominations. 


Gentlemen Editors—At the risk of being classed among the 
“Inrrpe1s,” where certain mild, gentio, considerate professors 
of Christianity, have placed you, | must beg permission to offer 
a few rémarks on the case of Mrs. ‘Townsgnp, as detailedina 
late pamphlet: published in New-York. 

Mrs. Townsend, it appears, having doubts respecting the 
truth of a single article of belief, professed by the comimuni- 


Pastor, stating her dissent, and ‘ respectfully requesting a dis- 
solution ofher connexion anith the Church, without a public tri- 
al! ‘Dhis request was denied ; a Committee of Conference was 
sent-to argue the poiniy, who finding her immovable in her be- 
lief, a session was held, and the following resolution passed, viz: 
“ Resolved, That Maria Townsend be excommunicated from 
this Church, and that the first pUBLIC ANNUNCIATION OF YUIS 
sexpence be made the ensuing Lord's Day.” 
It is unnecessary to appeal to any man whose heart is not 
hardened into stone, by the influence ef bigotry and fanaticism 
combined, in order to excite the keenest indignation at the 
stern and crue! disregard here employed towards the feelings 
ofa respectable matron. I will venture to say that there is 








nothing im the history of the bitter and inflexible warfare o, 


different sects, in the most ignorant and bigoted’ ages of the 
world, more strongly marked with every character of caring 
and reckless inhumanity, than this case which is a disgrace to 
the age, and a double disgrace to the coantry in which we live. 
it is at war with the mild spirit of religion ; it is an outrage 
upor the feelings of humanity , it isa wanton and cruel sport- 
ing with the heart of one who belongs to a sex which none but 
brutes andcowards would dare thus to assail; itis an attempt 
to coerce mew and women into a belief, in a particular point 
of doctrine, by the fear of public reproach and denunciation 

And this happens, this is permitted, in a country where it is 
solemnly acknowledged, nay, asserted as one of the fundamen 
tal principles of the Constitution, that a difference in religious 
Opinions, shall not subject e'ther man, woman, or child, to 
civil disability or clerical persecution! 1 should like to know 
what persecution is? If to drag a matron before the public, 
for the purpose of holding her up to the scorn and detestation 
of an asseinbled congregation, gathered together to hear the 
words of peace and good will to all mankind—if to denounce 
her as an apostate from the true faith, and turn her adrift, as 
it were, with the mark of Cain upon her forehead, to be an 
object of horror to her brethren and sisters, with whom she has 
been accustomed to kneel at the footstool of God, to offer up 
her prayers to the throne of grace—to utter her thanks, to ash 
forgiveness for herself and all her encmies—if this is not per 
secution, nay, the keenest & most heart-breaking persecution, 
I know not what persecution is. Atthis moment, and for tie 
remainder of her life, this helpless matron is, and will so con 
tinue, an object of indescribable horror to her most intimate 
associates; the ties which knit her to that cirele, with whom 
she has been accustomed, perhaps from her infancy, to es 
change the courtesies and good offices of friendly intimacy, 
are broken, most likely forever. She will be thrown upon tic 
world anew, to form new connexions with society, and when 
she meets with any of her sister communicants of the church, 
that has flung her from its bosom, it will be their duty to pass 
her with an averted eye. 

Is not this pxrsecution? Ts not the spirit which dictated 
this pyBptic OurTRAGE On the feeling and the good mame of a 
respectable matron, the same which presided at the stake of 
the martyrs, the auto de fes of the Inquisition, restrained in- 
deed, from such bloody excesses, by the laws, but still arriving 
at ends almost as cruel, through the circuitous will of a crafty 
church discipline? Does any one believe, that but for these 
restraints, the persecuting spirit that dictated this public expo- 
sure of a matron, for conscientiously dissenting from a partic 
ular point of faith, would have stopped short unt:l it had per- 
secuted her even unto deat!: ? 

It is time, and high time, if it be not already too late, to put 
a stop to such open violations of the spirit of all those const 
tutions under which we live, to declare by a solemn act of th 
Legislature, that no inhabitant of these United States, * by the 
blessing of God free and independent,” forfeits his rights as a 
citizen by dissenting from any particular system of belief 
his right to the protection of his person, his property, aye, and 
what is dearer than all these, of his reeuTarion, by entering 
or departmg from a communion with any Church, as his rea- 
son aud conscience dictate. Let them stay with a Church as 
long as they please, and when they request a dismissal let if 
not be accompanied by puBiic pisékacgs as if they had com. 
initted some horrible crime. 

——_—_—— 

We learn from the “Christian Herald,” printed at Ports- 
mouth, (N. Hf.) for June 18, that Elder Exuras Sauru, ha: 
returned again to his Baptist Brethren, and wishes to be re- 
ceived into fellowship as a preacher of that doctrine which he 
renounced, when he embraced Universalism. Hoping that 
Elder Smith will evince the sincerity of his intentions and the 
goodness of his religion, by declaring the change which has 
taken place in his mind, in a far less abusive and dominan 





from the National Intelligencer, publisiied at the City of | 


; 
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manner than what the editor of the Herald has done it, we 
shall suspend all remarks. 
To Reapsrs. 
laving concluded to abridge the explanation of the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, and being in possession of much origina! 
matter from correspondents, we have not given it a place as 
contemplated. It will appear soon. 


TO SUBSCRIBURS. 





Our subsezibers who did not receive the two last numbers of 
the 2d volume by resular conveyance, are informed that fai)- 
ure Was not in‘consequence of any negligence on our part. 
For reasons which we are unable to assign at present, other 
papers are regularly transmitted through certain Post Office, 
in this State, while the Intelligencer is lodged or lost by the 
way. Going in some directions, failures rarely occur; in 
others it is n2xt to impossible to get the papers to the subseri 
bers. 

Those who have not received all, or any of the back num- 
bers, are requested to give us information as soon as possible 
and all deficiencies will be promptly supplied. New subscgil 
bers should be particular in giving Cirections as to the B 
office to which their papers should be sent. We shall pur 
ally attend to all directions, sent free of postase. 

We solicit the patronage of our friends and brethren, 
shall endeavor to recompense them with a rich cellectio 
useful and interesting matter 
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‘For lam the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacoh 
ure nol consumed.”—Malachi iii. 6. 


Should man, at last, in sorrow rise, 

When death’s long sleep has fled, 

And see the planets, in the skies, 
Dissolving o'er his head ;— 

Should he behold an angry God, 

Whose eyes flash endless ire, 

Jeneath whose mighty iron rod, 

‘The crumbling worlds expire ; 

(ould he believe this God, the same 

Who form’d the earth and sun, 

Who taught his tongue to praise his name, 
fo all his hand had done? 

Could he suppose this wrathful rowers, 
Mer gave creation birth ? 

Or scat a sweet refreshing show'r, 

‘Vo cool the parched earth? 

No, reason must resign her seat, 
Chill’d by his awful nod, 

While trembling nations, at his feet, 
Confess the world’s without a God! [U. Mag.) 
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Communications. 
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LETTER FROM NAZARENUS TO HIS FRIEND. 
Elm-Trees, May 12, 1823. 

My pear Frrenp—Since your ill health has pre- 
vented your visiting Our meeting as you proposed ; 
and probably may not be able to go abroad for some 
time, but are desirous of knuwing my seatiments, on 
ihe several particular topics and queries you sugvest- 
ed, at our last conversation, f have concluded to give 
you a fetter or two, which you can peruse at your 
leisure, and as the intermissions of your complaint 
will permit. : 

You express a degree of surprise because I consid- 
ered Quakers as brothers 11 Christ—for you said 
ihey observe no ordinances; that is, they neither 
baptise old people or young Ones; nor ever meet to- 
gether for the purpose of a communion at, what is 
commonly called, the Lord's supper. You seemed 
also to question whether it is proper to consider Uni- 
versalists as disciples of Jesus Christ, on the same 
ground ; and charged me with a seeming inconsis- 
tency in professing myself a Unitarian, and yet be- 
lieved in the final salvation of all men. Now, my 
tiiend, I will endeavor to notice all these points as 1 
can get line. 

You will recollect, however, that in our first con- 
versation, I frankly told you, that if Calvinistic The- 
ology is to be made the standard, by which is to be 
decided whether a person is a disciple of Jesus 
Christ or not, I should hardly expect to be admutted 
isone ; norcan I see how the Quakers or Univer- 
stlists Can expect to meet a more favorable sentence 
trom an orthodox tribunal. Indeed, I gave it as my 
opinion then, that if Jesus himself were now present 
aud preaching the same doctrine, and performing 
the same miracles, he did whenon earth, the ortho- 
dox would very reluctantly, if atall, allow him to 





pass for a christian; so different is their criterion of 


decision from the Gospel requisition. Since that 
time, at the request of friends, I have re-examined 
that position, and can sce no reason to doubt its gen- 
eral correctness. 
“or the more [see and hear of the conduct of the 
orthodox to liberal christians, in particular cases, of 
which almog every impartial paper gives fresh ex- 
amples, L fin’ new and overwhelming evidence ofa 
temper and spirt, that must lead them to treat him 
and many of his true disciples, just as the High- 
priest, Seribes and Pharisees did. I cannot but look 
upon m: ty of the leaders of the orthodox party as 
much vinded and mislead through their human 
creeds and confessions, as even the Scribes and 
Pharisees were by their traditions ; or as Calvin was. 
by his ignorance of the religion of Jesus, and by 
his prejudices, when he assisted in burning Servetus. 
Ido not, bowever, so much cal! io question their 
sincerity and honesty of motives, as I do their want 
the knowledge of the truth as it was preached by 
us. I have always supposed that Calvin, through 
rance of the christian religion, really thought he 
sdoing God service. Andso did Paul when he 
sted at the death of Stephen, 
perceive you, like most people, make great ac- 








count of ordinances ; and look upon a compliance 
with them as acertain test of a person’s religious 
character. Now ordinances, rites and ceremonies, 
fastings and sacrifices, the observance of days and 


seasons were enjoined, in the Laws of Moses, upon 


the children of Israel ; aud so they have Seen by 
Popes and councils in a great part of the christian 
world ; but ] cannot very well reconcile the spirit- 
uality of the religion Jesus taught, with the observ- 
ance of ceremonies ; nor can | discover in it anin- 
tention to lay his fullowers under obligations to ob- 
serve days, seasons, feasts, fastings or ceremonies 
with a penalty for not observing them. 

There is a grouud of union among the three sects, 
whose christianity you, implicitly at least, doubt, that 
seems to be less respected by others than by them- 
selves. These equally value christian love, charity, 
and candor ; they do not appear to me, su exclusive- 
ly, to setup their own religious notions as the abso- 
lute standard -of the religious rights and duties of 
others. ‘Chese also make more account of the moral 
and social relations, than auy particular mode or de- 
gree of faith ; and so far as I have been able to un- 
derstand them, they expect to be judged, or reap in 
the resurection state precisely as they sow, & accord- 
ing to the deeds done in the body ; disrégarding any 
belief in dogmas that have no natural connexion with 
moral character. Whereas in conversation with mosi 
orthodox men, and evangelical women, as some have 
denominated themselves, on the ground of some 
supposed holiness of thetr faith, they have frequent- 
ly acknowledged, they could see no fault or defect in 
the morals and conduct of A. B. C. D. &c. but they 
doubted, from their conversation, whether their faith 
was right; and my reply has always been, that we 
ought to consider the sentiments and feelings of the 
heart with the outward conduct as the very fruit ; 
and if the fruit be good, we have no right to ques- 
tion the quality of the tree. 

You request my opimion of the Lord’s Supper ; 
whether it is of divine origin; and whether a_per- 
son ought to be received asa disciple of Jesus, who 
does not join in partaking of the sacrament with 
some one or other of the sects of christians ? [Tam 
almost lead to suspect you have formed your inqui- 
ries with an expectation of compelling me to agree 
with yourself in opinion, that Quakers and Univer- 
salists are not, or ought not to be received among 
the orthodox as followers of Jesus Christ in the 
New-Testament sense ; because you learn to think 
it is evident to the world that neither of them observe 
a Sacrament in any sense known in Christendom. 

Now, my friend, this will necessarily carry us a 
little into the history of the manners and customs of 
the Jews at the commencement of the christian era. 
I believe nobody doubts the facts as stated generally 
by Matthew, Mark and Luke:respecting the last pas- 
sover Jesus ate with his disciples ; yet I have no 


idea that he contemplated, by what he said, any 


course of actions, on the part of his followers, that 
should be kept by them as an ordinance in manner 
as the passover, or other feastsamong the Jews had 
been ; or of making any formal change of customs 
at feasts and ordinary meals of dining, and supping 
in families. Jesus was well acquainted with the great 
additions and corruptions that had been made to 
most of the legal ceremonies and habits by ecclesias- 
tical covenants and traditions; so had he a perfect 
knowledge of the nature of the human mind. how 
prone itis, to overdo, in all matters of indifference, 
when people are possessed of the belief, that it is 
agreeable to, aud the will of superior powers. A his- 
tory of additionsand changes, with the unbounded 
importance in the minds of the less informed part of 
christian believers, that have been given to the 
Sacraments of Baptism and ‘the Lord’s Supper, 
would clearly illustrate and prove this subject, if I 
had time to go through with it. But this hint at 
the snbject will be enough to satisfy all rational in- 
quirers, that it would have been inconsistent, with 
the whole course of Jesus’ mode of instruction, to 
suppose he ever intended to introduce indifferent 
actions as duties, and to be observed as perpetual or- 
dinances and parts of his Religion. And from 
what follows you will judge whether there be any 
sect of christians, if we except the Quakers and 
Universalists, who take and eat bread, and drink 
reine, in the manner and feelings, and on the occas- 





ions, as our Lord intended and exgected they would 
be received by his future followers ? 

Considering the feeble state of your health, an3 
knowing from experience how much the miad and 
hody are mutually affected by each other’s strength 
oc weakness, F will close this letter ; and forward 
the :asidue of what I have to say on this part of your. 
inquiries in a few days. 

t hope soon to hear of your better health, and that 
what I have wrote has at least served to amuse you 


and keep up your spirits. 
From your old friend, NAZARENUS. 


n> Gam 


TEST OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 


Frienp Eprror—As thy correspondent was run- 
ning over the dull pages of 4sa Rand’s PaPerR 
LOOKING GLASss, which he calls the “ Christian Mir- 
ror,” he was lead to ponder a few moments on the 
following sentence, and believes it may be consider- 
ed as an example of the spirit and intentions by 
which that useless paper is conducted. It reads 
thus ; 

** The time is coming, yea, it is even at the door— 
when the spirit of evangelization, and corresponding 
efforts will be considered as essential to piety, and to a 
standing in the Christian Church.” 


Now, the more thy friend examines the above 
sentence and the object at which its authors are aim- 
ing, the more disgusting it appears. The proselyting 
mystery is accidentally exposed. What is svom to 
become the -test of christian character, is declared. 
And whatis it-? Is it a meek and humble walk, by 
listening to the still siall voice of the inward 
light and leader,’ overcoming the pride and vanity of 
the world? Noj; such qualifications for becoming 
a christian, are to be accounted “ nothing worth.” 
All are required to receive the missionary mark. 
The most soberminded, meek, humane, honest and 
peaceable believer in Jesus, isto be given over to 
the buffeting of Satan, because he is conscientiously 
opposed to expending his property to support men 
in making such christians abroad, as those are, who 
exact these unreasonable things, at home. If the 
sentiment expressed in the above quoted sentence be 
not the very seed of excommunication, persecution 
and cruelty, thy friend is wholly mistaken. It is a 
whited sepulchre, full of all manner of uncleanness. 
Under the engaging name of ‘*evangelization,” it 
would drag the unwary and less discerning, into the 
plots of Calvinization. Asa Rand and his ortho- 
dox associates, doas much as to tell the church mem- 
bers, that unless they contribute towards the support 
of Calvinist missionaries, theyanust prepare them- 
selves for excommunication and anathemas ; and to 
all others, thatif they wish to join their Church, the 
first and most essential recommendation is, to be 
found the supporter of missionaries, This is to be- 
come the turning point of christian piety. None 
but such as thus fall down and worship this image of 
Papal supremacy, under the name of orthodoxy, 
are to be treated or owned as possessing one particle 
of grace or piety. Against the doctrine which leads 
to such inbuman calculations and threats, thy friend 
feels it his duty to protest in the most decided man- 
ner. The spirit which dictates it is evidently the 
same, which has carried on the work of persecution 
for difference of opinion, in every age of the Church. 
IT hope thou wilt not fail, friend editor, to expose, in 
the most proper manner, such arrogant assumptions 
of ecclesiastical authority, and prevent as far as pos- 
sible, the establishment of such inqutsilortal courts, 
rin a Protestant land. Thy sentiments and mine will 
harmonize, at least, so far to endeavor to blight the 
bud of persecution, and contend earnestly for n1BER- 
TY OF CONSCIENCE. PACIFICUS. 
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